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Communiqué de presse :  
 
 
 
La galerie Suzanne Tarasieve a le plaisir d'annoncer l’exposition personnelle de Yassine 
‘Yaze’ Mekhnache. 
 
Né à Lyon en 1979, Yaze compte quinze années de peinture et un nombre impressionnant 
de toiles derrière lui. Après de multiples expositions à Lyon, Paris, Berlin, Shangaï et Hong 
Kong ; la participation remarquée à plusieurs résidences d'artiste (Alger, Shangaï, 
Marrakech) et d' « Animal Dream » (Marrakech, octobre 2010), Yaze présente dans cette 
exposition une nouvelle mouture de son travail. 
Fidèle à son objet d'étude, les visages, « LYFE » incarne ces portraits sous une nouvelle 
forme, plus suggérée que dessinée. 
 
Série de douze broderies marouflées sur toiles puis travaillées avec encres, marqueurs et 
pastels, « LYFE » marque une étape décisive dans le travail de Yaze. Suite d'une démarche 
autour du motif du Keffieh qu'il expérimente en 2007, ce travail sur broderies relève à la fois 
d'une volonté d'inclure une tradition arabe ancestrale dans ses toiles ainsi que d'opérer un 
tournant dans sa technique picturale. 
 
Douceur féminine, temps maîtrisé, corps effacé que matérialisent les broderies aux motifs 
géométriques réguliers contrastent avec la violence de l'accident pictural que provoque Yaze 
à coups de projections d'encres, d'éclaboussures, de jets de couleurs. La fulgurance du 
geste, l'exécution de tâches colorées provenant de dripping, concourent à une peinture 
intimement reliée aux émotions de l'artiste. 
 
Exposition d’envergure, les douze toiles de 190 x 190 cm peuvent être comprises comme 
quatre triptyques gigantesques réalisés à partir de broderies en fils d'argent ou d'or, fils noirs 
ou rouges. Dessinés de prime saut par jets de peinture, les patrons qu'utilisent « ses » 
brodeuses marocaines sont transposés au moyen de motifs géométriques traditionnels selon 
la technique du point compté dite de Terz El Gherza.  
 
Les formes brodées constituent un langage plastique fort, avec une trame régulière et, de-ci 
de-là, des lignes de pointillés, des étoiles isolées, des fils qui s’emmêlent sur la toile, comme 
un préalable que Yaze utilise pour poser encres et pigments purs. Diffusées par capillarité, 
irisées, les couleurs émettent des vibrations d'une grande sensibilité. Avant tout organiques, 
les formes qui en émanent semblent avoir une vie autonome. Planisphère, animaux, visages 
font irruption des deltas de couleurs, des griffures, nervures, coulures qui animent la toile en 
une effusion d'émotions.  
 
Telle une injonction, « LYFE », ou l'expression d'une rage de vivre, œuvre comme un 
talisman, faisant de Yaze et de ses toiles, une épiphanie bouillonnante.  
 
 
           MM  
         
 



SUZANNE TARASIEVE PARIS / LOFT 19 

SUZANNE TARASIEVE PARIS / LOFT 19 
Passage de l'Atlas / 5, Villa Marcel Lods F-75019 Paris 

Tél. +33 (0)1 45 86 02 02 / Tél.+33 (0)9 81 62 80 66 / Fax.+33 (0)1 45 86 02 03 
www.suzanne-tarasieve.com info@suzanne-tarasieve.com 

 

 
 
Press Release : 
 
 
 
Galerie Suzanne Tarasieve is pleased to announce the personal exhibition of Yassine "Yaze" 
Mekhnache. 
 
Born in Lyon in 1979, Yaze has 15 years of painting and an impressive number of paintings 
behind him. After numerous exhibitions in Lyon, Paris, Berlin, Shanghai and Hong Kong ; his 
noted participation in several artist residencies (Algiers, Shanghai, Marrakech) and "Animal 
Dream" (Marrakech, October 2010), Yaze presents in this exhibition a new version of his 
work. 
Faithful to his object of study, the faces, "LYFE" embodies these portraits in a new form, 
more suggested than drawn. 
 
A series of twelve embroideries mounted on canvas and worked on with inks, markers and 
pastels, "LYFE" is a milestone in the work of Yaze. Following an approach inspired by the 
Keffiyeh pattern he experimented in 2007, this work on embroideries results from a 
willingness to include an ancient Arab tradition in his paintings and at the same time to 
operate a turning point in his pictorial technique. 
 
Feminine gentleness, mastered time, subdued body materialized by embroideries with 
regular geometric patterns contrast with the violence of the pictorial accident that Yaze 
provokes with ink splatters, splashes, colour gushes. The dazzling gesture, the execution of 
dripped coloured spots contribute to a painting intimately connected to the emotions of the 
artist. 
 
A large-scale exhibition, the twelve canvases of 190 x 190 cm can be understood as four 
gigantic triptychs made from silver, golden, black or red yarn. Drawn quickly with sprayed 
paint, the patterns used by "his" Moroccan embroiderers are transposed using traditional 
geometric motifs according to the counted thread embroidery technique called Terz El 
Gherza. 
 
The embroidered forms constitute a strong visual language, with a regular weft and, here and 
there, dotted lines, isolated stars, threads tangled up on the canvas, like a prerequisite that 
Yaze uses to apply inks and pure pigments. Capillarily disseminated, iridescent, the colors 
emit vibrations of a high sensitivity. Primarily organic, the forms that appear seem to have an 
independent life. A planisphere, animals, faces spring up 
from colour deltas, scratches, veins, drips that animate the canvas for an outpouring of 
emotions. 
 
Like an injunction, "LYFE", or the expression of a lust for life, works like a talisman, making 
Yaze and his paintings a seething epiphany. 
 
 

 
 
           MM  
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Yassine ‘YAZE’ Mekhnache 
Sans titre / Untilted 2010  
Technique mixte sur toile / Mixed medias on canvas 
190 x 190 cm  
 

Yassine ‘YAZE’ Mekhnache 
Sans titre / Untilted 2010  
Technique mixte sur toile / Mixed medias on canvas 
190 x 190 cm  
 

 

 

 

Photographies des œuvres: / Photographies from Madjid El Ayari 
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YASSINE “YAZE” MEKHNACHE 
 
Born in 1979 
Lives and works in Paris  
 Represented by Galerie Suzanne Tarasieve, Paris  
 
2011  
 
ʻLYFEʼ, Solo exhibition / new works, Galerie Suzanne Tarasieve, Paris   
March 16 – 7 may  
Preview of the movie “Animal Dream”     
   
Publication of a monograph “Works 2006/2009”, 250 pages,  
 
Artorial - Solo exhibition / new works, London 
 
 
2010 : 
 
September/October “ANIMAL DREAM” 
Residence and collective exhibition  
Marrakech Art Fair Marocco 
June/July “C1TY” Residence and collective exhibition  
18Gallery – Universal exhibition, Shangaï 
June/July Solo exhibition at galerie OPEN Alexandra Rockelmann, Berlin 
June “THE END” Collective exhibition, Paris 
May CHROME DIARIES Brian OENO Lucas curated by Yaze, Paris  
February Solo exhibition at the Algerian Cultural Center, Paris 

 
Past selected exhibitions and fairs 
 
2009  
 
ʻTHE SHOW”, Galerie Joseph, Paris / Collective exhibition, coordinated by Yaze 
 
“PANIC IN SHAI WAN”, The Embassy, Hong Kong / Exhibition with Lyes “L1ES” Sidhoum 
 
Villa Abdelatif, Alger 
2 months residence and exhibition.  
A triptich and an installation purchased by the Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art, 
Alger 
 
Galerie LJ, Paris 
Solo exhibition “Piece Of Me” 
 
Art Paris, Paris 
With Louise Alexander Gallery.  
 
Galerie Moretti&Moretti, Paris – ʻLay down the realityʼ 
Collective exhibition, curator : YAZE 
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2008   
 
PREVIEW Berlin with Galerie L.J. Beaubourg.  
 
 ʻIn Motionʼ Louise Alexander Gallery, Porto Cervo / Solo show. 
 
Shangʼart, Shanghai with Louise Alexander Gallery.  
 
 ʻWake Up in a Golden Dreamʼ - Centre dʼart contemporain des Vosges, Epinal / Solo show.  
 
ʻSponge Upʼ Galerie L.J. Beaubourg, Paris / Solo show.  
 
2007 
 
 ʻUne Estivale 2007ʼ Galerie L.J. Beaubourg, Paris / Collective exhibition with emerging artists 
from the gallery.  
 
“2 Jours de Nuitʼ Place Saint-Sulpice, Paris / Collective exhibition curated by Leila Voight.  
 
ʻYazeʼ Galerie Regard Sud, Lyon / Solo show.  
 
Drawings Exhibition Galerie du Jour agnès b., Paris / Collective exhibition.  
 
2006  
 
ʻProcessusʼ, Galerie Moretti, Paris / Solo show.  
 
 ʻSoieʼ Contemporary Art Center Le Rectangle, Lyon / Collective exhibition.  
 
“2 Jours de Nuitʼ Place Saint-Sulpice, Paris / Collective exhibition curated by Leila Voight.  
 
ʻBiennale des Lions 2006ʼ France/Italy - Lyon et Torino  
Exposition collective itinérante. Création dʼune sculpture de lion en résine en taille réelle. 
 
ʻYaze et Jean FaucheurʼGalerie Enora, Paris / Collaborative exhibition  
 
ʻThe Content of My Head is Visibleʼ, Espace Beaurepaire, Paris / Collective exhibition 
 
ʻAutocritiqueʼGalerie Chappe, Paris / Solo show.  
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2005   
 
“Fight Art”, Biennial of Contemporary Art, Lyon / Performance.  
 
Galerie T Limited, Bruxelles – ʻYAZEʼ / Solo show.  
 
2004  
 
ʻSapins de Noël des Créateursʼ, Centre Georges Pompidou, Paris / Collective exhibition 
 
ʻYazeʼHilton Hotel, Lyon / Solo show.  
 
Toast Gallery, Paris – ʻRed Art Campariʼ / Collective exhibition & vidéo-painting. 
 
2002 
 
ʻYazeʼ,  Centre dʼart contemporain, Pérouges / Solo show 
 
ʻYazeʼ , Espace dʼArt Boris Vian, Saint-Etienne  
 
2001 
ʻYazeʼ Maison des Arts Plastiques Rhône-Alpes (MAPRA), Lyon / Collective exhibition 
 
1997 
ʻLʼart sur la placeʼ  Place Bellecour, Lyon  
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Prizes, Residences and Collections 
 
2010 “AL MAQAM” Maroc. 
One month residence 
 
2009 Villa Abdelatif, Alger 
2 months residence and exhibition 
Purchase of a triptych and an installation by  
The Museum of Modern and Contemporary Art of Alger (Algeria) 
 
2006-2010 
collection Agnes B, Marianne Orlowsky, Jérémy Rocher….. 
 
2002-2005  Residence at Centre dʼArt Contemporain of Lacoux, France. 
Art therapy workshops. 
 
2001  Residence at Fort du Bruissin, ʻCité des artistesʼ. 
Attribution by the City of Lyon of a studio for 4 years. 
 
2000  UNESCO. Special Prize of the Jury of the International Meeting Paris/Berlin, for a video. 
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